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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 159  

By  Rich 

 

 
A RESOLUTION to honor the memory of Dr. Karl B. Rhea, Sr., of 

Somerville. 

 WHEREAS, the members of this General Assembly were greatly saddened to learn of 

the passing of Dr. Karl B. Rhea, Sr.; and 

 WHEREAS, Dr. Rhea was an exemplary public servant and consummate professional 

who worked assiduously to improve the quality of life for his fellow citizens in numerous 

capacities; and 

 WHEREAS, Dr. Karl Rhea, Sr., served the Somerville community with acumen and 

alacrity as a family physician for fifty years, in which position he earned the respect of his 

colleagues and patients alike for the exemplary quality of his work; and 

 WHEREAS, born February 2, 1931, Dr. Karl Rhea, Sr., was the third and youngest child 

of the late Wilhelmina Litterer Rhea and the late Howard Matthew Rhea, Sr.; and 

 WHEREAS, an excellent student and an outstanding athlete, Dr. Rhea lettered in four 

sports in each of his four years of high school; and 

WHEREAS, he achieved local fame as a star half-back in the single-wing offense for the 

Fayette County Panthers football team and statewide fame as a track star; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Rhea attended Southwestern at Memphis and after earning his 

undergraduate degree, he chose the University of Tennessee at Memphis for his medical school 

education; and 

WHEREAS, he completed his internship in Shreveport, Louisiana, and then served in 

the United States Coast Guard in Bemidji, Minnesota, and Miami, Florida; and 

WHEREAS, after completing his residency at the Veterans Administration Hospital in 

Memphis, Dr. Karl Rhea, Sr., began his medical practice in Somerville at the Morris Clinic, 

where he replaced the retiring Dr. John Morris; and 
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WHEREAS, Dr. Rhea remained at Morris Clinic for twenty-five years and in 1983, he 

moved on to found his own clinic, the Rhea Clinic, where his son, Dr. Karl B. Rhea, Jr., joined 

him in practice in 1990; and 

WHEREAS, a vital and active member of many professional organizations, Dr. Karl 

Rhea, Sr., served as a long-term delegate of the West Tennessee Consolidated Medical 

Assembly as well as a Diplomate of the American Board of Family Practice; and 

WHEREAS, upon the inception of the Board in 1968, he achieved Board Certification 

and was recertified every six years thereafter, a truly great distinction; and  

WHEREAS, over and above his many professional commitments and obligations, Dr. 

Rhea also devoted much of his life to serving his community in local government; he served 

several terms as an Alderman for the City of Somerville and as a County Commissioner; and 

 WHEREAS, a lifelong Presbyterian, Dr. Karl Rhea, Sr., was an active and devout 

member of Somerville’s Christ Presbyterian Church, of which he was a charter member; he 

served his congregation faithfully for many years as a Deacon, an Elder, and a member of the 

choir; and 

 WHEREAS, Dr. Rhea was also deeply devoted to his family, and he always endeavored 

to remain true to family values of the highest order; and 

 WHEREAS, he enjoyed the loving companionship of his wife of almost fifty years, Mary 

Elizabeth Borum Rhea, whom he married on June 11, 1959, and he was the proud father of Karl 

B. Rhea, Jr., Robert H. M. Rhea, Sr., and William “Bill” Scott Rhea, Sr.; and 

 WHEREAS, Dr. Karl Rhea Sr., will be sorely missed by his six grandchildren, Chandler 

Scott Rhea, Karl Byington Rhea III, R. H. Matthew Rhea, Jr., William Scott Rhea, Jr., Caroline 

McCain Elizabeth Rhea, and Elizabeth Ann Rhea; and 

 WHEREAS, vital and active until the very end, Dr. Rhea loved tennis, golf, horseback 

riding, and slalom water skiing; and 

 WHEREAS, he will be remembered not only for his vigor but also for his friendly 

demeanor, his soft, gentle, compassionate spirit, and the encouragement he never failed to 

dispense to all those around him; and 
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 WHEREAS, Dr. Karl Rhea, Sr., leaves behind an indelible legacy of integrity and probity 

in public life, compassion and loyalty in private life, and diligence and dedication in all his 

chosen endeavors; and 

 WHEREAS, it is fitting that this General Assembly should pause to remember the 

bountiful life of this exceptional public servant and human being; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED 

SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE 

CONCURRING, that we honor the memory of Dr. Karl B. Rhea, Sr., reflecting fondly upon his 

impeccable character and his stalwart commitment to living the examined life with courage and 

conviction. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we express our sympathy and offer our condolences 

to the family of Dr. Rhea. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


